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ABOUT THIS ISSIE

The majority of ths producticn team of The Week has bezen busy in the last
few days with other technical work, Rather than cause an escessive delay

4n this week's issve we decided to bring out a four-pare issue, By way of

compensation w2 are sending all subscribere copies of the latest Vo
Bulletin, This is also important to keep our readers complicihely inforwed
about preparations for March 17. We will also do meore pages over the next
few issues to cover the accumulation of articles.

VEATS HAPPENING IN VIBTNAMZ

Just how the preqaﬂt battles will go in Viectnam is difficult to soy
However, certain th¢ngu have emerged: the relationship ot iorces ha

nas

changed in favour the National Liberation Front and there haz beern a
certalin measure of disirtegration of the South Vistnamece puppelt furces,
The fact that the Americans have had to withdraw ferces from the jungles

erecs to try to clear Saigon and other towns . is sipnilicant in ltuell,

The NLF representative in loscow has given a very impressive list of
tcans that the lideration forces have taken over. He 2lsc announced thah
ections of the pupvet army had gone over to the NLI.

These factors have significance for our fight in Britain., Despl

nonsense beins put about by such people as Bermard Levin there
greater understanding, now, of how isclated the Americens arae. Iu has
been demonstrated bejyond a doubt that they have been lying 2about

militery and poil wkca“ situation in Vietnam - thai is very cl=sar,
is no act:ident /A more M,P.s have sipned & motion calliing upen Wilsen to &
change nis Vietnam policy than ever befors. OCnce apafn, the heroi

ekill of the Tistnamese pecple has assisted our struggle. We must da 2
litile to level the score by making the March 17 du“ﬁﬂb"r";.ou as big end
es militant a5 poszible, The demonstration will almost certainly be very

th:em*' by ther the imericans will heve had to make their cholce; either %o
recognise thelr inability teo win in Vietnam or seek to gsettle acrcounts by
me massive escalation.

TUE HULL TRAWLER TRAGEDIES

Once again, the csasential hypoerisy of the British press and estabiisiwrent
has he—\u demonstrated. The newspapers, which have been shedding galloun
of tears over the lost three trawlers would be the first to dencunce a
stllhc to impose better safety conditions. Wilson was poing ©o present
the Silver Ccd trophy before the erployers thought it wiss to cancel tne
ceremony (thisc award is given to the skipper making the bigpgest
it 1s o symbu_ of the system which makes men rigkX _ their 11ves iﬂ he
igper cabches.) TFortunately the left has 2 progremme
the fishing industry which would provide the best answ2r Bo sich stag,;cﬂ,

Frntitled "Iie Men's Livea". it argues the case for sccialisation and workecrs!
3 2t

control, it con be cbtained from Janet Blackmen, 42, Pearson lavi, Hull.

costing 1/%d post paid. Itz idees should be fought for through the movemer
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DEFEND TRADE UNION FREEDCM! by Dave Windsor

The Trades Union Congrsss has distributed a letter signed by George Woodcock
to member unions and trades council warning them against supporiing trade
union defence conmittees, This unprecendented picce of witch-hunting 1s,
apparently, designed tc reduce support for the Naticnal Iiaison Committee
for Defence of Trede Unions and the Oxford Liaison Conmittee for the Defence
of Trade Unions, The latter body organised a national conference last week
end in Birmingham attended by LO0-500 people - it is widsly considered to

be under the influence cof the Socialist Labour League and, indeed, the tulk
of the sudience was made up of Keep Left Young Socialists supporters,
although there was an important trade union representation. The National one
is organising a2 meeting in London on February 17th and is reparded as being
an expression of Communist Party supporters.

The TUC action is scandalous and should be rejected by all trade unionists,
Apart from any cother matter it is entirely a matter for the irade unionists
concerned to support, or not to support, such conferences or or"anJQAtLouwo
Morecver, the TUC turns a blind eye to mest right wing activity (witness
the support given to the essentillly anti-trade union "I'm backing Britein
Campaign"), If rank and file trade unicnists support such activities it

is because they feel, quite rightly, that the existing official macninery
is inadequate tc defend their interests. And how could it be ctherwise
when the TUC and most trade union leaders have worked hand in glove with
Wilson to reduce the standards of the British pecpls?

Georpe Woodcock reiected Gunter's "winter of discontent'" reds-under-—the-beds
speech, but this latest action is in line with the Minister of Labour's
attﬂmpu to whip up a witch-hunt, The difterence being that this time, the
TUC feels that somecne is poaching on their preserve and perhaps even act%pp
in such & way to malte it redundant.

It is up to trads unionists at all levels to protest against the Woodcock
letter, Any attempt to viciimise unicnists for taking part in these
prganisations or conferences must be vigorously fought, Fortunstely, thse
mood is different from that of the 1946-52 period vhen urder the pressure
of cold war hysteria many witch-hunting actions pushed throuch. On the
contrary all active trede unionists should bz campaigning for the removal
of the last vestiges of these years., Far from accepting George Woodcock's

strictures, we should all demand and fight for an end to all bans and
proscriptions in the labour movement, Journals like The Week should
camapign against any tendency to split the labour moverent, and for the
united front.

GCRDCH WATXER SHOULD RESICN SAYS HORNCHURCH  from a special correspondent

Hornchurch Constituency Labour Party discussed the cuts and the imy
of prescription charges at its last meeting on February 3 . The meeting
was particularly incensad by the decision to defer the raising of tne
school~leaving age. It stated its opinion, in a resolution, that Mr,
Patrick Gorden Walker, the Minister for education, should rress for alter-
native Government sconomies or resign,

The resoliution went on to say that '"We consider that more effective
economiss could have been made in the Treasury itself and by earlier defence
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IS SaRAH ON THE TRAIL? asks Charles ven Gelderen

Is Sarsh Barker taking her team of blcodhounds down to Perbhrcke? If
not, why not? No cne can dispute that the Member of Parliament for
Pembroke, Desrond Dennelly, has arraigned hirself openly apainst
everything the Lehour Party stands for. He is apainst nationalisation;
enthusiastic about prescription charges; supporte Ian Smith in
Rhodesia; wants Britain tc continue her imperialist role east of Suez.
A% every opportunity he attacks the Labour Government end Harold Wilson,

True, he has resigned the Labour iWhip. This pus him outside the
Parliamentary Lahour Party - perhaps the one pain fror the ress in
which Wilsen's pclicy has landed the Party. But he is still a member

of the Labour Party. What is more, he claims that his Constituency
Party supports him, We know that this is not true of the Dockers of
Pembroke, who have passed a resolution not to re-adopt him as
parliamentary candidate and may well not be true of the rest of the
Constituency Party. But shouldn't Sarah Barker be on her way tc Pembroke
to find out?

For far less than this, indeed, for defendinsr the traditicnel socialist
position, Ken Coates of Nottingram was expelled from the Party. OSarah
spent weeks investigating the Nottingham Labour parties, smelling out
disaffection, Similarly, some members of North Harmmersmith and Barons
Court Labour Parties were suhjected to hours of prilling hecause they
dered to demonstrate against the Governrent's pro-American Vietnam polisy
in front of the premises of the Fulham Labour Party whose MP, Michael
Stewart, was at that time Foreign Secretary.

Donnelly - and there are others - has,over a long pericd now, put forward
a consistently Tory policy and no action has been taken by the witch-
hun‘ers of Transport House. Now he is soine to address the extreme
rightist Monday Club, surely a 'bamed organisation' if ever there was
Gne L
We have no objection to various points of visw being put inside the
Labour Party, but what is ceuce for the right-wing goose must also he
sauce for the left-wing gander. The Labour Party was from the start a
compromise betwecn the varied sections of the Labour Movement. Sccialids
joined it and continuved te work in it because they wished to assoclate
themsalves with the main stream of the British working class, They
hoped, in time, to win th=s rovement to a socialist policy. They are
prepared to meet the Donnelly's on cqual terms and to put forward
soccialist sclutions for the troubles which afflict Britain,

This is their right and their duty. Théy will not be silenced by 2

discipline which applies only tc the Left, while the Right-wing
reactionaries go scot free,
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VISQCIL" ISTS HIT OUT AT WIISON from a West Middlesex reader

Feur officials of Ruisl is-Nerthwood Lahour Party, incluling the party
secretary, have called for the resignation of the Prime Minister in
an opzn letter published in lced) papers.

The four: Mr. Keg Taylor (secretery), Mr. R, Lynn (youth officer), Mr,
E..Wyatt (trades union officer) and Mr, P, Wrighton (Young Socialist
cneu.rno;‘) say the tire has ccme to say in public what they have heen
sgying ab private Labcur reetings for some time,

'Through trade union branches, locadl wards and general managemont come
mittee mectings, rieht up to the annual conference of the Labowr Party,
we have tried to change the treacherous course the Lahour lsadership
has bcen taking' they write. 'Now we can no lenper stand culefiy by whils
politicsl careerists smash this great political movenent of ours, Thers
are & great rany people within the party who havs refused to criticise
the Govermment and by their silence have condoned their actions. Neithszr
de we exclude from htlame the group of so-calléd left-wing MP's who have
not the guts to oppose Wilson and Co., to wnom they are ‘ust a slight
irritent., They have played a useful role in prolonring the loyalties of
the left.wing merbers who felt that while these MP's were abcut thera

“was a cause for hopeccess

'We call on all socialists to oppose the latest culs in soclal services,
demard a prograrme cof nationaglisation of industry and finance and a
break in the military alliances with the USA, We call for the
resignation of Wilson and his Cabinet and its replacement by socialists
who will implement the policies outlined ahove.

'"The Labour controlied Borough of Hillingdon has imposed rent increases
on 211 covncil houses and it has failed to vrovides the health centre,
the comprehensive education or the librarv in South Ruislip which it
promised, They have nct been completely at fault in this because they
have heen hindered at every turn by naticnal Government policies.

This shouil have caused them to lead local agitation arainst the Gov-
ermment's policies instead of covering up for Wiison and Co., .2s they
have done., We make no apologies for this statement coming as it does
iust before a Borough electicn, as we feel that Harold Wilson and the
Government has, by its naticnal pclicies, already sealed the fate .of
the Jceal council, -

CCVE TO THE FITERGENCY PUBLIC MEETING EULL'S UNEMPLOYMENT _Q-RIS“IS

FRIDAY 16 FEBRUARY, Bevin House, Geerge Street at 7.30 p.m, orranised by
the Hull Unemployed workers Cormittee

Speakers invited include: K. McNamara, MP; J,. Johnscn, MP; Crde, Ho
Pursey, MP; M, D. Shenton T & GWU Regicnal Secreiary; Mr, W, Jcester,
AEU District Secretary; Mr, T. Waddington NUR Docks Branch Secretary:
Mr, C. Lencaster, AUETW; Mr, S, McCluskey, NUS Secretary; VMr. R. Wede,
Hull Trades Council Secretary; Mr. T. wWatkinson, NUR; Mr. T. Topham:
Mr. 4, Tooney.

COME AND HEAR WHAT THEY SAY .eecsecscecesee LET US HEAR WHAT YOU SAY....
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